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August 14, 2021  

 

 

Dear Lansdowne families, 

 

With great excitement, we welcome you and your children to the 2021-2022 school year! We 

hope the school year brings a sense of routine, stability, and normalcy for you and your family. 

As you may have heard, instruction will be in-person and 5 days a week for all students. Also, to 

note, BCPS has lengthened the school day for all students in elementary through high school.  An 

additional 15-minutes has been added to the schedule for mathematics, specifically Number 

Corner. This will result in dismissal beginning at 3:25 p.m. and concluding at 3:40 p.m. The 

opening bell will remain at 8:25 a.m. 

 

We look forward to reconnecting with old friends as well as new members of our Lansdowne 

school community!  We have worked diligently over the summer to update our instructional 

program. Our School Progress Plan (SPP) reflects the needs of all stakeholders. Our plan will focus 

on your children’s current grade-level standards, in conjunction with scaffolded supports to make 

learning accessible. Throughout this process, we will continually assess student understanding to 

ensure that we push forward with rigorous, differentiated, and responsive instruction. While the 

pandemic has presented many challenges, we must acknowledge the resiliency of our Lansdowne 

students and the digital skills they acquired throughout the Continuity of Learning Program. More details may be found 

on the LES SPP Snapshot at http://Lansdownees.bcps.org  

 

It is also important to acknowledge our friends who have left Baltimore County Public Schools. Best of luck to Mrs. 

Cusick (2nd grade), Ms. Borendame (special ed.), Ms. Scott (special ed.), Ms. Fantozzi (special ed.), Ms. Amoss (special 

ed.), Ms. Manley (special ed.), Ms. Davey (special ed.), Ms. Howe (speech-language pathologist), Ms. Seidel 

(occupational therapist) and Ms. Kunjrani Pani (part-time ESOL teacher). Thank you for your dedicated service to the 

Lansdowne community! We wish them the best of luck in their future endeavors. 

 

Additionally, it is important to acknowledge our friends who have left Lansdowne ES yet remain in BCPS with a 

shorter home-to-school commute. Best of luck to Ms. Meads (kindergarten), Mrs. Davis (first grade), Ms. Lincalis (5th 

grade), Mrs. Pyzik (reading specialist), Ms. Johnson-Fennell (vocal-music) and Ms. Klein (para-educator). Thank you 

for your dedicated service to the Lansdowne community!  

 

Finally, it is important to recognize Mrs. Styer (art teacher) and congratulate her on all her years of service to 

Lansdowne ES/BCPS. Wishing her all the best during her retirement! Thank you for your dedicated service to the 

Lansdowne community!  

 

A big welcome to our newest lions. Ms. Furline (4th grade), Ms. Waszelewski (4th grade), 

Ms. Huckenpoehler (special ed.), Ms. Borgmann (additional P.E. teacher), Mr. Williams 

(special ed.), Ms. Lenzi (art teacher), Dr. Veal (special ed./SST Chair), Ms. Demski (special 

ed.), Ms. Curtis (2nd grade), Ms. Brame (special ed.), Ms. Tato (part-time ESOL teacher), 

Ms. Benton (school community coordinator) and Ms. Nanney (reading specialist). We will 

certainly benefit from their skills and expertise! 

 
In addition to our new staff members, you will also notice some changes among grade level 
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teams. Ms. Glassman will be looping up to 5th grade, Ms. Pollak will be our additional math resource teacher/special ed 

teacher, Ms. Rhineer will be our K/1 SEL teacher, and Mrs. Westwood will be our reading reduction resource teacher 

for 1st/2nd grade.  

 

This year we are devoted to leading the rebound for our students, yet we are still rooted in our vision, mission, and core 

beliefs. These principles are the foundation upon which we continue to build each year: 

  
Baltimore County Public Schools will be among the highest performing schools in the nation as a 

result of creating, sustaining, and investing in excellence for every student, every school and every 

community.  

 

Lansdowne Elementary Vision: Lansdowne Elementary School will create, sustain and invest in a 

culture of literacy, collaboration and problem-solving for our students, school, and community.  

 

Mission Statement: Every student at Lansdowne will be provided the highest quality education in a safe environment that fosters 

positive relationships, results in globally competitive students prepared for their chosen college and/or career path.  

 

School Code of Conduct Statement:  

At Lansdowne Elementary, I  

• Respect myself and others,  

• Own my community,  

• Act safely, and  

• Remain responsible for my choices.  

Listen to me ROAR! 

 

Equity continues to be a key consideration in our school planning and operations. We enter this year with a renewed 

commitment to ensure that all students have access to high-quality instruction while nurturing their social/emotional 

needs. Strong relationships between students and teachers, as well as between 

teachers and families, are the foundation of this work. We recognize that this 

process will not always be easy or comfortable, but we also believe that it is well 

worth the effort. 

 

   

Under the continued leadership of Superintendent Dr. Darryl L. Williams, Baltimore County Public Schools (BCPS) 

will implement The Compass: Our Pathway to Excellence. This plan has five focus areas:  

1. learning, accountability, and results 

2. safe and supportive environment 

3. high-performing workforce and alignment of human capital 

4. community engagement and partnerships 

5. operational excellence 

 

This plan was created to provide incredible opportunities to merge cutting-edge technology and rich learning 

experiences focused on the timeless pillars of education: reading, writing, and mathematics. Our instructional 

expectations remain high as we ensure that the instructional, social, emotional, and behavioral needs of all students will 

be met. 
 

BCPS will continue to implement a balanced literacy reading program that incorporates trade books, novels, non-fiction 

magazine selections, and selected stories from the Wonders reading series for reading instruction.  The Bridges program 

will continue to be used by BCPS for math in grades K-2nd. Bridges will be a newly implemented in grades 3rd-5th this 

year. Within the Bridges curriculum students will solve problems using visual models and manipulatives. Make and test 

conjectures while recording their thinking. Talk and move around the classroom as they actively engage in learning. 

Number Corner will continue in all grades K-5th. Number Corner is a skill-building program that revolves around the 

classroom calendar, providing daily practice as well as continual encounters with broader mathematical concepts in 15–

20 minutes of engaging instruction. 

 

Lansdowne Elementary will move forward by concentrating on our updated School Progress Plan (SPP) goals, 

developed using an equity lens, in the areas of English Language Arts, Math and Safety. Our focus will continue to be 

 

 

 
 



setting high expectations and providing responsive instruction. This will be accomplished by implementing programs in 

ELA/Mathematics with fidelity while being responsive to learner variability. Differentiation of content and questioning 

is needed to provide acceleration/enrichment for some while providing reinforcement and extension for others. To 

ensure a safe and secure learning environment the focus will continue to be centered around culturally responsive 

teaching. This will be implemented through our continued study and implementation of Conscious Disciple as well as 

schoolwide equity work. Lansdowne educators and staff will create and sustain a safe, welcoming, and supportive 

classroom environment which values inclusivity and diversity.   

 

Lansdowne’s Conscious Discipline program is a comprehensive classroom management and social-emotional 

curriculum. It is based on current brain research, child development studies, and developmentally appropriate practices. 

Conscious Discipline has been specifically designed to make changes in the lives of adults first. The adults, in turn, 

change the lives of children. Conscious Discipline is a way of organizing schools and classrooms around the concept of 

a “School Family.” Each member of the family—both adult and child—learns the skills needed to successfully manage 

life tasks such as learning, forming relationships, communicating effectively, being sensitive to others’ needs and 

getting along with others.   

 

Moreover, Lansdowne will continue the partnership with Notre Dame of Maryland and the Professional Development 

School program.  We have the good fortune of hosting student teaching interns who will be working with our students 

and teachers throughout the year.  These initiatives will assist us with the goals and strategies addressed in our school 

progress plan. 

 

In-person Back-To-School Night will be held for all grades PS-5th on Thursday, August 

26, 2021, from 5:30pm-7:30pm. Please feel free to visit your student’s classroom, meet the 

teacher, and drop off school supplies.  Mitigation strategies will be in place to ensure safety 

protocol is being followed. Upon arrival parents/students will report directly to their 

homeroom from designated exterior entry doors. A welcome from administration will be 

prerecorded and shared in homerooms. This will avoid a large group gathering at the main 

entry way and in the auditorium. 

5:30pm: Doors Open 

5:30pm-6:00pm: Pre-recorded Administrative Welcome  

6:05pm-6:35pm: Session 1  
(Please use this opportunity to move to another classroom if you need to visit another homeroom teacher/grade.) 

6:40pm-7:10pm: Session 2 

7:10pm-7:30pm: Outdoor Popsicle Treat  
 

 

Early Entry Day opportunity for 1st grade students (students only) will be Friday, August 27, 2021, from 8:25am-

12:15pm. Baltimore County Public Schools is excited to announce that it will host a half-day “Early Entry Day" on 

Friday, August 27, 2021, for students entering Grade 1 for the 2021–2022 school year. This optional opportunity will 

allow students to participate in a wide variety of activities to become more familiar with their new school setting prior 

to the start of school. BCPS transportation will be provided for students taking the bus to school. Please see bus stop 

sheet enclosed for reference. Additionally, our school posts will be staffed for walkers and car riders beginning at 

8:25am.  

 

School begins on Monday, August 30, 2021, for grades 1-5 students. Pre-school, pre-

kindergarten, and kindergarten students will utilize a gradual entry schedule. Pre-

School and Pre-kindergarten will follow a gradual entry schedule from Tuesday, August 31, 

2021, to Tuesday, September 7, 2021. The first full morning and afternoon session of 

Pre-School and Pre-kindergarten will be held on Wednesday, September 8, 2021. You 

will receive an individualized gradual entry schedule program information from your 

assigned teacher.  

 
Kindergarten students will follow a gradual entry process on Monday and Tuesday, August 

30th and 31st to include individual/small conferences, classroom sessions, and/or student 

screening.  The first full instructional day for kindergarten students will be Wednesday, September 1, 2021.  

Again, your student’s teacher will contact families to schedule these program activities.  

 

 
 

 

 



 

BCPS continues its efforts to protect children from COVID-19 infection. As students return to the school building, 

many families remain concerned about COVID.  BCPS mitigation practices will continue to be implemented in 

accordance with CDC Guidelines The plan will be updated as needed based on changes in disease transmission and/or 

guidance from health leaders. Updated information is available on the BCPS website (www.bcps.org) and current 

mitigation strategies are listed below: 

 

• What are the mask requirements for the 2021-2022 school year?  

In accordance with CDC requirements, masks must be worn by all faculty, staff, and 

students while on school property. Moreover, students must wear masks on the school bus.  

Lansdowne will supply masks to students and staff whose mask is soiled or forgotten.  

 

• What mitigation practices will be implemented for the 2021-2022 school year? 

Physical distancing between students and staff will be promoted throughout the day. Staff 

will supervise students to prevent clusters of students in areas like the bathroom and 

hallway. Hand washing will be encouraged throughout the school day. Hand sanitizer is 

available in classrooms; bathrooms will be stocked with soap and paper towels. Schools 

will continue to be cleaned daily with products that kill viruses and bacteria, including 

COVID19.  Contact tracing will continue, in partnership with the Baltimore County Department of Health.  

 

• If a person at school gets COVID-19, what will happen? The infected person will remain home until cleared 

to return.  Nurses will work with the school to identify anyone who had close contact with the infected person. 

Close contacts will be notified and placed on quarantine unless they are fully vaccinated or considered immune 

due to recent infection. The health department will be notified.  The school community will be notified of the 

case and the actions taken.  

 

• Where can I get more information? BCPS maintains a COVID-19 Dashboard 

that provides detailed information on COVID-19 cases in Baltimore County and 

in BCPS. BCPS’ COVID-19 webpage includes the latest guidance on the 

system’s mitigation plan and resources for parents and teachers. BCPS will 

continue to monitor disease trends, review updates to guidance from the CDC 

and Maryland Department of Health and consult with public health experts to 

guide its mitigation plan. The plan will be updated as needed based on changes 

in disease transmission and/or guidance from health leaders. 

 

 

The school building will open to students at 8:25 AM and the late bell rings at 8:40 AM.  At 

that time, all students are to be seated in their classroom and ready for morning 

announcements. If your student is late, he/she MUST be escorted by a parent to the school 

office (please bring your I.D.).  The parent will be asked to sign in the student and complete 

a late pass.  Dismissal will be at 3:25 PM.  
 

DISMISSAL: There are four types of dismissals at LES. Please read the descriptions below.  

1. Bus: Students dismiss from the gym. Students will get on their designated bus based on address. Please 

review bus list to see if your address qualifies.  

2. Car Riders: Students dismiss from the front of the building. Students are picked up in a car through the 

car loop with assigned number. (Yellow Card) 

3. Parent Pick-Up: Student will dismiss from the back of the building and must be picked up by guardian 

with assigned number. (White card) Parent/Guardian must be 13 years or older.  

4. Walker: Students are dismissed on their own and immediately leave school property to their designated 

crosswalk. Students 8 years and older may be a walker. 
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ARRIVAL: Lansdowne Elementary doors open at 8:25am, and the late bell rings at 8:40pm. Students 

should not arrive to school prior to 8:25am. 

 

There is three types of arrival at LES. Please read descriptions below. 

1. Bus Riders: Please review bus stop list to see if your address qualifies for a bus (see attached). 

2. Car Rider: Students are dropped off by car in the car loop. 

3. Kiss and Go/Walkers: Designated outdoor student drop off areas will be labeled. 

Please be considerate of staff members supervising all arrival and dismissal procedures and understand that the 

enforcement of these policies is to ensure the safety of our children.  

 
Unsupervised students are not permitted in the building or on school grounds prior to 8:25 a.m.  Students must 

not be left at the school prior to 8:25 a.m. without parent supervision.  At 8:25am parents are welcome to escort 

their student(s) to the kiss and go zones near the front of the building, but we will continue to limit the number of adults 

in the building.  Therefore, parents will not be permitted to walk students to their classroom on the first day of school.  

However, parents and students will have an opportunity to visit the classroom on Thursday, August 26, 2021, during 

Back-To-School night from 5:30pm-7:30pm.  

 
PLEASE, for the safety of the children, NO CARS MAY ENTER THE BUS LOOP (nearest building) DURING 

STUDENT ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL.  Please be considerate of staff members supervising bus duty and 

understand that the enforcement of this policy is to ensure the safety of our children.  Thank you in advance for your 

cooperation in this matter.  These procedures have been developed to alleviate congestion 

and promote a safe and organized arrival and dismissal.  We appreciate your understanding.   

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, and BCPS mitigation strategies, classroom visits are 

limited. Masks should be worn by all adults and children 2 years of age and older in ALL 

BCPS properties. Social distancing practices should be followed while on BCPS property. 

To monitor and support contract tracking efforts, parents can only enter the building 

with a scheduled appointment. As BCPS COVID policies are updated and revised, updated 

mitigation and security procedures will be communicated. 

ALL persons are required to report to the school office to obtain permission to visit any area in the building. All 

doors must remain closed and secure, if there is someone behind you waiting to enter the building, please have them 

push the buzzer so that they are allowed in. Please enter with ID and receive a Raptor badge, which will be worn at 

all times while in the building. 

We are excited to inform you that Lansdowne continues to receive Universal Breakfast.  This is 

a breakfast program where all students receive breakfast free of charge. These meals will 

be offered to students upon arrival into the building from our café staff.  

 
We are additionally thrilled to announce that lunch will also be free of charge for all our 

students. The menu for Monday, August 30, 2021 is posted on the Division of Business 

Services webpage. (All monthly breakfast and lunch menus are posted on this site).   
    

If your child chooses to bring a lunch from home, please encourage him/her to bring healthy 

items and nutritious lunches in safe containers. Glass bottles and carbonated beverages are not permitted.  We truly 

appreciate your cooperation.  

 

  

School-wide Communication: The LES digital school newsletter will be posted online the first Thursday of each 

month at http://lansdownees.bcps.org  You may also choose to follow us on Twitter (@LansdowneES. Moreover, 
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please remind your children to share with you all information received from school. Most importantly, please make 

sure you listen to ALL School Messenger phone calls and/or emails. We will use this method to communicate our 

most critical and time-sensitive information. 

 

Open communication is key to building meaningful and productive home-school 

relationships. In order to facilitate on-going and timely communication with families, 

Lansdowne staff utilizes ClassDojo, in addition to phone calls/emails, which is a 

classroom communication app used to share information between parents and 

teachers/staff. It connects parents and staff on school updates and a student’s 

performance through real-time communication as well as a feed for photos and videos 

during the school day. If you need to sign-up for ClassDojo, ask your child’s homeroom 

teacher for your access code!  

 
Please be sure to sign up for PTA ($8.00 individual membership). For more information, contact the Lansdowne PTA at 

their email address lansdowneelementarypta@gmail.com  

 
If any of the above information changes, we will be sure to let you know through School Messenger. We look forward 

to seeing everyone soon!  

 

 

 

 

 

Together, we will make a difference for our children. #ListenToUsROAR!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Amanda McBride     

Ms. Amanda McBride                      

Principal   

 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Turner  

Ms. Elizabeth Turner   

Assistant Principal 
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